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54TH CONGRESS, } HOUSE

1st Session.

OF REPRESENTATIVES.· { DOCUMENT
No. 129.

CONDITION OF BUSINESS IN THE EXECUTIVE D.EP ARTMENTS, E'fC.

LETTER
FROM

THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY,
TRANSMITTING

Statements showing the cond·ition of the public business in the several Execuiive Departments and other Government establishments in the city of
Washington on December 1, 1895.
·

JANUARY 9, 1896.-Referred to the Committee on Appropriations and ordered to be

_

printed.

TREASURY DEPARTMEN1', January 6, 1896.
SIR: In compliance with the requirements of sec.:tion 7 of the act of
March 2, 1895 (28 Stat., p. 808), I have the honor to transmit herewith
statements showing the condition of public business in the several
Executive Departments and other Government establishments in the
city of Washington on December 1, 1895.
J. G. CARLISLE,
Respectfully, yours,
Secretary.
The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

STATE DEPARTMENT.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE,

Washington, December 12, 1895.

SIR: In reply to your letter of the 9th instant, concerning the requirement of
section 7 of the act approved March 2, 1895, I have the honor to inform you that
on December 1, 1895, the work of every office in this Department was well in hand
and practically up to date. The only business of this Department that is in arrears
is the preparation of necessary index books, catalogues, and card catalogues, the
preparation of copies of correspondence for the Public Printer, and the opening
and keeping of proper books in the Bureau of Accounts. The present force is
inadequate for this business.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

The

RICHARD OLNEY.
SECRET.A.RY OF THE TREASURY,
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CONDITIO

OF BUSI E S IN THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS.

TRE ASURY DEPARTMENT.

URY DEPARTME 'T, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
Washington, D. C., December 30, 1895,
Sm: In reply to ·your cn:cular letter of Dece~ber 9, 1895, I hav:e the hon?r to
inform you that t.he work m the office of the chief clerk and supermtendent 1s up
to date.
.
Re pectfully, yours,
LOGAN CARLISLE, Chief Clerk.
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY,
TREA

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
Washington, D. C., December 20, 1895.
Sm: In compliance with the request contained in circular letter of the 9th in•
stant, I have the honor to state that the business of the division of bookkeeping
and warrants is not in arrears.
Respectfully, yours,
W. F. MACLENNAN, Chief.
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY,

TREA. URY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
Washington, D. C., December 31, 1895.
Sm: In accordance with your circular letter of the 9th instant, in regard to the
condition of bu ine s in this Department, I have the honor to state that, although
great difficulty ha been found in keeping up the current work of the division of
cu tom on account of insufficient force, there is at the present time no unusual
a-ccumulation of unfini h d business.
JOHN M. COMSTOCK,
Re pectfully, yours,
Chief of the Division of Ciistoms.
Hon. S. Wm:E, Acting Sec'reta?if.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
Washington, D. a., December 19, 1895.
Sm: In response to Department circular letter of the 9th instant, I have the
honor to re~ort that n ne of the bu iness of this division is in arrears. The work
of the division bein current it must, of necessity, be kept up to date.
Re pectfully, yours,
SCOTT NESBIT,
Chief Appointment Division.
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
Washington, D. C., December 17, 1895.
Sm: In compliance with instruction contained in your letter of the 9th instant,
~ ~ave to report that the work of this division is in the main current, and no part
1B m arrears.
Re pectfully, yours,
E. B. DASKAM,
Chief of Division of Public Moneys.
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY,

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
Washington, D. O., December 17, 1895.
Sm: I have the honor to state, in response to circular letter of the 9th instant,
citlling attention to section 7 of the act of March 2, 1895, that the business of this
di · ion is not in arrears.
ery r pectfully,
A. T. HUNTINGTON,
Chief Division Loans and Currency.
The ECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,

Washington, D. 0., December 19, 1895.
Sm: Referring to circular letter of the honorable Secretary of the Treasury,
dated the 9th instant, asking information as to the condition of the public business
of the several bureaus and offices of the Treasury Department, I have respectfully
to state that the business of the Revenue-Cutter Service division is not in arrears.
Respectfully, yours,
C. F. SHOEMAKER,

Captain, R. C. S., Chief of Division.
The CHIEF OF THE DIVISION OF APPOINTMENTS,

Treasury Depa1·tment.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,

Washington, D. C., December 18, 1895.
Sm: I have the honor to report that all the business of the miscellaneous division
of the Secretary's Office is up to date, and that at no time during the year has it
been in arrears.
LEWIS JORDAN,
Respectfully, yours,

Chief Mi~cellaneous Division.

Ron. JOHN G. CARLISLE,

Secretary of the Treasury.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
Washington, D. 0., January 4, 1896.
Sm: In answer to the circular letter of the Acting Secretary, dated the 9th ultimo,
I have the honor to advise you that the work of the division of stationery, printing,
and blanks, in all its branches, is well up to date.
Some delay and embarrassment have been experienced in supplying official envelopes to the outside service, on account of the failure of the contractors to furnish
them as promptly as needed.
.
.
Under the law contracts for envelopes for the different Executive Departments
are awarded by the Postmaster-General, and the present contractors, owing presumably to the magnitude of their undertaking, appear to be unable to meet the
demands of the service in all cases.
Respectfully, yours,
SAMUEL ROADS, JR.,

Chief Division Stationery, Printing, and Blanks.
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF TllJf. SECRETARY,

Washing/on, D. 0., December 16, 1895.
Sm: In reply to the circular letter of the Acting Secretary; making inquiry as
to the condition of public business in this division, I have the 11 )nor to say that the
work in the mail and files division is current work, and that lt )s kept up from day
to day.
Respectfully, yours,
S, M. GAINES,

Chief, Mail and Files Division.

The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF 'l'HE SECRETARY,

Washington, D. ('., December 17, 1895.
Sm: Referring to the inquiry contained in the circular letter dated the 10th
instant, addressed to heads of bureaus and chiefs of divislons, I have the honor to
state that no part of the business of the division of special agents is in arrears.
Respectfully, yours,
GEO. W. MAHER,

The

CHIEF OF DIVISION OF APPOINTMENTS.

Acting Supervising Special Agent.
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DEPARTME "T, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,

Washington, D. C., Decernber 18, 1895.

m: In r ply to your lett r of the 9th instant, I have the honor to state that
non f th work in thi office i in arrears.
R p ctfully your ,
GEO. A. _BAR1:~ETT,

Disbursing Clerk

The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,

Washington, D. C., Decernber 18, 1895.
Sm: In re pon e to the circular letter of th~ 9th i?-stant relatiye to t!:1-e conditi<?n
of public bu ine s, I have to say that the busmess m my office 1s not m arrears m
any re pect.
THOMAS J. HOBBS,
Very respectfully,
Disbursing Clerk.
Hon. J. G. CARLI LE,
Secretary of the Treasury.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SUPERVISING ARCHITECT,

Washington, D. C., December 17, 1895.
Sm: In answer to circular letter of the 9th instant, in which you call attention
to ection 7 of the legi lative, executive, and judicial appropriation act, approved
March 2, 1 95, which call for a report as to the condition of public business in
each bureau or office, I have the honor to report that all the divisions of this
Bur au ar rea onably up to the requirements of the public business except the
engin ering and. drafting divi ion, the force of which can not be increased on
account of inad quate appropriation. The number of buildings to be constructed
or improved i annually in r a ing, as well as the repair and improvement of such
buildings a have been previou ly erected or purchased for the uses of the Government. For the e rea ons the work of the technical force of the Supervising Archite t' ffic i in ufficient to di charge with promptness the preliminary work of
pr paring n c :ary drawing •for the public works.
R pectfully, yoUl' ,
w. M. AIKEN,
Supervising Architect.
Hon. . WIKE,
Acting Sec1·etary, Treasury Department.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF COMPTROLLER OF THE TREASURY,

Wa hington, D. C., January 4, 1896.
SIR: In nn wer

to your lett r calling for a statement showing whether the busi-

ne of this office is in arrear , I have the honor to report as follows:
App al remaining on hand June 30, 1 95_____________________________________
Appeal dispo ed of since that date__________________________________________
Appeal on hand ______________________________________________________

78
45
33

Appeal filed from Jun 30, 1 95, to January 2, 1896 __________________________ 253
App al di po edof _________________________________________________________ 121
ppeal onhand _________________ : ____________________________________ 132
R h arin on hand ____ ____________________________________________________ 219
I hav the honor to furth r tate that I do not con ider the bu iness of the office
in arr ar , a there are p cial rea ons why the cases remaining on hand have not
be n di p cl of.

R p tfully yours
The

ECRETARY

OF TEE

R. B. BOWLER, Comptroller.
TREASURY,
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF AUDITOR FOR THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
vVashington, D. C., Decernber 19, 1895.
Sm: In reply to circular letter of the 9th instant, I have the hcmor to state that
the public business of this office is not m arrears.
Respectfully , your s,
.
R. M. COUSAR, Acting Aiiditor.
Hon. J. G. UARLISLE,
Secretary of the Treasury.
TREASURY DEPARTMENT.
OFFICE OF AUDITOR FOR THE WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, D. C., Decernber 27, 1895.
SIR: In compliance with the provisions of section 7 of the legislative, executive,
and judicial appropriation act approved March 2, 1895, requiring a report as to
the condition of public business in each bureau or office, I have the honor to make
the following report as to this Bureau:
The work is up to date in all the divisimis of this Bureau except the military
division the maii and miscellaneous division, and the pay and bounty division.
The :rr{mtary division when transferred to this Bureau from the Third Auditor's
Office October 1, 1894, brought with it 4,722 unsettled accounts, and has received
6 360 ~ccounts from the War Department since the transfer, making a total of
1i 082 accounts, and though all the clerks in said division were not transferred
with the work, yet with a reduced force 9,020 accounts have been audited, reducing the number to 2,062 accounts unsettled on the 1st of this month, being less
than half as many unsettled accounts as were on hand when the division was
transferred to this Bureau, and I hope the work of the division will be brought
11p to date within a very short time.
The work of the mail and miscellaneous division is up to date, with the exception of the examination of accounts, which is about thirty days in arrears. This is
due in part to the fact that the annual leave allowed the clerks has been taken
toward the close of the calendar year, and one clerk has li>een but recently relieved
from a month's quarantine on account of a contagious disease in his family. The
accounts of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers are somewhat in ·
arrears, owing to the increased work necessary in, consequence of a great number
of suspensions, which will be removed by a change in the manner of treating the
same, under recent rulings, and the work will be facilitated and soon brought up
to date.
The pay and bounty division has always been behind for a number of years, and
in both of my last two annual reports I called attention to the condition of the
work, and asked for twenty-five additional clerks to bring the back work up to
date. The following extract from my last annual r eport shows the extent to which
the work w~s in arrears and the recommendations made by me at that time:
'' The following table gives a comparative statement of the number of claims
pending in the pay and bounty division at the end of each of the last four fiscal
years, showing a gradual gain each year:

.
June 30, 1892 _________________ ------- -------------- - -------- ____ ___ _
June 30, 1893 __________ _____________ ______________________ ____ - -- -·· June 30, 1894 _________________________________________ __ ______ _____ _
June 30, 1895 _____________ __ ______ ____ ______________ _____ __ ________ _

Examining
branch.

Settling
branch .

«, 712

799

32,497
24,497

548

39,146

649

676

Total.
45,511
39,795
33,045
25,173

"The work of the pay and bounty division is still about eighteen months
behind, although the above tab~lated statement shows that a gradual gain has
been made on the back work dunng the last three years, the number of claims on
hand having be~n reduced by 5,716 during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1893,
and by 6,750 durmg the fiscal year ended June 30, 1894, and still further reduced
by 7,872 during the last fiscal year, which has brought the work up to the claims
filed in 1894. At the same rate of gain on this back work it will require the
pre_sent for?e at least four years to °J?ring the work up to date if as many new
clarms contmue to be filed, but an mcrease of twenty-five clerks would enable
this work to be brought up to date within two years, and I therefore respectfully
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recomm n , a I r commended in my la t annual r pc:rt, that this increa e of
force
mad in order that all just claims for pay and bounty due to soldiers
and to th famili of de a d soldiers may be paid more promptly."
During th leven m nth pa t of the pre ent calendar year 18,33 claims have
b n rec iv d and regi t red, being , 4 claim in xcess of the number received
during the entire calendar y ar preceding. The increase in the number of claims
r ceiv dis attributable to the ex1 iration by limitation n June 3, 1895, of the act
of June 3 1 , a am nded by thfl acts of February 3, 1887, and February 9, 1893,
and the ru h of claimants to file laim before the limitation took effect. To this
abnormal influx of claims anc1 the insufficiency of the force en~aged in adjudicating them may b attribut d the condition of the work, which is still about fifteen
m nth in arrears, and I again re pectfully recommend an increase of twenty-five
clerks to enable me to have the work in this division brought up to date.
Very re pectfully,
T. STOBO FARROW, Auditor.
The SECRET.A.RY OF THE TREASURY.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
OFFIOE OF AuDfTOR FOR THE NAVY DEPARTMENT,

Washington, D. 0., December 18, 1895.
Sm: In accordance with your circular letter dated Dec mber 9, 1895, "report
on condition of public busines ," I have tbe honor to submit the following statement of the busine s of this office a· of date December 17, 1895, and, for the further
purp se of comparison, the status of the work December 31, 1894.
Requisition and adjustment division: The work is current and fully up to date.
Paymasters' divi ion:
Account (disbursing) on hand __________________ . ____________________ ~ .. _ 43
Accounts (di bursing) on hand December 31, 1894_ _____ ______ ____ ______ __ 50
Railr ad claims pending ____ ____ . ____________________________________ .. _ 216
(Of the e, 192 await information from the companies and from the
quartermaster of the Army.)
Telegraph claim pending ___________ . __________________________________ 12&
(S ttl ment in the e cas suspended to await action of the comt.)
Navy pay and allotment division:
·
Di ·bur in account un · ttled ___ ______________________ ___ ______ . _______ 4
( am conditi n D · mber 31, 1894.)
Trav 1 pay claim uns ttled _.. ___________________________________________ 1
(Thi claim awaits additional evidence.)
Claim. for intere t in pur hase money __________________________ · ________ 1
(Thi laim aw its evidence.)
Gen ral claim divisi n:
aims awaiting vicl nee . ___ ___ . _____________ . _. ________________ . ______ 128
laims awaiting decision of court_ ____________ . ____ . __________________ 71
Complet d claims, uns ttled __ ______________ __ _______ . __________________ 90

Total ___________________________________________ . ____________
289
On D cember 31, 1894, the number of claims on hand unsettled was- 427thu showing net reduction for the year of 198.
'
Record division:
50
Clajms awaiting evidence __ _________________________________________
Claim awaiting decjsion of court ________ __ _________________ __ ______ -- - - 28
~pying and recor:ding to six months prior to date, which is as complete18 d med practicable.
C ndition December 31, 1894, same as above.
I have th~refore ~ stat that the busi7:1e s of tl?,i~ office, as shown by the above
tatement, 18 practically up to date, which condition has been maintained during
th cunent calendar year.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
WM. H. PUGH, Auditor,
I am, sir, your obedient servant,

as

The

SECRET.A.RY OF THE TREASCJRY,
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF AUDITOR FOR THE INTERIOR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, D. C., December 18, 1895.
Sm: In compliance with instructions contained in circular letter from your
office, relative to the condition of p~blic business iJ?- each bur~au or office, dated
the 9th instant-which was not received by me until the 16th mstant-I have the
honor to report that the work of this Bureau is practically up to date, all of the ·
clerks being engaged'on current work.
.
Respectfully, yours,
SAML. BLACKWELL, Auditor.
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF AUDITOR FOR THE POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT,
Washington, D. C., December 17, 1895.
Sm: In response to your di!ection of the 9th i~~tant, received.this d3:y, t? report
through the division of appomtments the condition of the busmess of this office,
I have the honor to state that no part of the business of this office in any of its
branches is in arrears, except that a portion of the money orders for the past ·
fiscal year are not entirely checked. This does not, however, interfere with the
prompt settlement of the money-order accounts of postmasters, for the reason that ·.
all of the money orders are assorted, and any balance of old work to July 1, 1895,
can be quickly checked in the settlement of accounts. It is not an incorrect report,.
therefore, to state that no part of the work of this office is in arrears.
Very respectfully,
GEO. A. How ARD, Auditor.
Hon. J. G. CAR~ISLE,
Secretary of the Tr·easury.
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF

AUDITOR FOR THE STATE AND OTHER DEPARTMENTS,
Wash1'.ngton, D. C., December 17, 1895.
SIR: I have the honor to report that the business of this office is not in arrears
in any of the divisions.
Respectfully, yours,
THOMAS HOLCOMB, Auditor;
Hon. S. WIKE,
Acting Secretary of the Treasury.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE TREASURER,
Washington, D. C., December 18, 1895.
SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith, in compliance with the i"equirements
of section 7 of the legislative, executive, arnl judicial appropriation act approved
March 2, 1895 (28 Stat., p. 808), and the directions contained in circular letter of
the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, dated the 9th instant, a statement as to the
business of this Bureau by divisions, showing what portion of the same is in
arrears, the extent thereof, and the reasons therefor.
Chief clerk's division.-The duties of this division consist of work of such a
nature that it must be disposed of on the day of receipt, which is invariably done,
often entailing labor long after the regular business hours.
Cash division.-The work of this division is of such a character that the daily
cash settlement necessitates its completion, in general, each day, whether it can be
done within the regular business hours or whatever longer time it may take.
Division of accounts.-The work in this division is completed up to date, with
the exception of Post-Office work and the Treasurer's quarterly report.r The work
in these two classes is necessarily two quarters in arrears, as it requires about that
length of time to return the pay and covering-in warrants.
Division of national banks.-None of the work in this division is in arrears.
Loan division.-The work in this division is up to date. Accounts of securities .
redeemed and received prior to November 25, 1895, have been delivered for, examination and settlement to the Auditor, except certain accounts ofinterest checks
which are held awaiting the receipt of vouchers returned for perfection of indorse:
ments. Coupons and checks received since that date will receive attention as soon

8

ARTME TS.

a h w rk f pr p ring and mailing th ch ·k f r th int r t due January 1,
1 9 , .
mpl t .
Red nption di i · ri.- n
ril la th r d mption divi i n 1 st the ervice of
3
un r who 1 ng 1 t what wa kn wn a the bulli n roll,·• and during the
followin ix m nth that a on of th y ar in whi h the re eipts of mutilated
curr n y for r demption ar c mparativ ly light, the work of counting and a orting u h curr ncy wa k pt up nly b omp lling counter to work overtime, by
d privingth m of part of their annualleave, and by the a i tanceofclerksdetailed
from other bur au .
During h pre ent month the volume of currency returning to the Treasury for
redemption h continued to incr a e and ha be ome o heavy that the small
re!!Ular force of counter , a isted by ome 10 clerk detailed from other offices,
are unable top rform the work of counting and a orting with that dispatch which
prudence and afety in handling public moneys requil:e, and it has become necessary to carry large amounts-sometimes a much as four or five million dollarsfrom day to day in the original packages, unopened and uncounted, to the inconvenience of th Departm nt and of tho e sending monoy for redemption and expecting prom:pt return .
This condition will probably exist even in a worse form during the next four
months. All money for red mption should be proved, counted, and canceled on
the day of it r ceipt, and that i utterly impo sible during the season of the year
when red mpti n are heavy with the present force of counters. There is no
other unfini ih d bu ine· in the division.
Issue division.-Th bu ines of this division is not behind in any particular,
and fr m the nature of the work it can not be allowed to become so.
National bank re,dernption agency.-The business of this division is not in arrears.
Respectfully, yours,
J. F. MELINE,
Hon. J. G. CARLI LE,

Assistant Treasurer United States.

Secretary of the Treasury.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE REGISTER,

Washington, D. C., December 19, 1895.
Sm: In reply to your circular letter of December 9, in which you call my attention to ection 7 of the 1 gi, lative, executive, and judicial appropriation act
.aPP!Oved_ March 2, 1 95, which call for a report as to the condition of public
busme s m ach bur au or office, etc., I have the honor to respectfully submit
that all the curr nt bu ine s of this Bur au in all its branches is promptly dispatch d and fini hed with the close of each day. The work of preparing all
redeem druatur d oupon for file and reference, which is not current, but important, ha b end lay d on account of the detail of McCann, Blasland, and Hatch
on special current work in other bur aus of this Department, and can be completed
and k pt up by the return of said cl rks.
Respectfully, yours,
J. F. TILLMAN, Register.
Hon. JoHN G. CARLI LE,
Secretary of the Treasury.

TREASUR-:Y DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF THE COMPTROLLER OF THE CURRENOY,

Washington, D. C., December 19, 1895.
Sm: In compliance with the request contained in circular letter of the 9th instant

for a statement of the condition of the bu ines of the several bureaus of the Treascry Departm nt, you are respectfully informed that the work of this Bureau is of
a current nature and is as nearly up to date as it is practicable for it to be. None
of the business of this Bureau is in arrears.
Very respectfully,
J A.MES H. ECKELS, Comptroller.
Hon. JOHN G. CAB.LISLE,
Secreta711 of the Treasu711.
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL REVENUE,
Washington, D. C., December 31, 1895.
Sm: In reply to circular letter of the 9th instant, calling attention to section 7
of the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation act approved March 2,
1895 which calls for a report as to the condition of public business in each bureau
or office and directing that a statement be forwarded to your office showing
whether'any part of the business of this Bureau is in arrears, and if so, the extent
thereof and reasons therefor, I have the honor to report that the current work of
this Bureau is complete to date.
Very respectfully,
Jos. S. MILLER, Commissioner.
Hon. JOHN G. CARLISLE,
Secretary of the Treasury.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE LIGHT-HOUSE BO.A.RD,

Washington, January 6, 1896.
Sm: The Board has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Department letter
of December 9, 1895, asking a statement showing whether anypart of the business
of this office is in arrears, and if so, in what division such arrears exist, the extent
thereof, and the reasons therefor.
In reply, the Board has the honor to state that the business of this office is not
in arrears.'
GEO. F. F. WILDE,
Respectfully, yours,
Commander, U.S. N., Naval Secretary.
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT LIFE-SAVING SERVICE,
Washingt01i, D. C., December 17, 1895.
Sm: In reply to your circular letter of the 9th instant to the heads of bureaus,
Treasury Department, etc., requesting a statement as to the business of the respective bureaus and divisions, showing whether any of the same is in arrears, and if
so, as to the extent thereof and the reasons therefor, I have the honor to state that
the business of this office is not in arrears.
S. I. KIMBALL,
Respectfully, yours,
General Superintendent.
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.
OFFICE OF

THE

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF NAVIGATION,
Washington, D. C., December 18, 1895.
Sm: Referring to your circular letter dated the 9th instant, this office has to state
that none of the business of the Bureau is in arrears.
Respectfully, yours,
E.T. CHAMBERLAIN, Commissioner.
The ACTING SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY,

TREASURY DEPARTMENT: BUREAU OF ENGRAVING AND PRINTING,
January 3, 1895.
Sm: In reply to inquiry by circular letter, I have the honor to report that the
work of this Bureau is substantially completed to this .date.
Respectfully, yours,
CLAUDE M. JOHNSON, Chief of Bureau.
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF STATISTICS
Washington, D. C., December 18, iB95.
Sm: In reply to your circular letter dated December 9, 1895, asking for a statement showing whether any part of the business of this Bureau or divisions is in
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arrear I h ve the honor to say that th re is no part of the business.of this Bureau
or di · ion in arr ar .
urr nt matt r i fully up to date, and m such annual
ubli ati n
th Bur au i u th tage of progr ss is far ahead of what it has
W ORTill

Hon.

COTT WIKE,

GTON C. FORD,

Chief of Bureau.

Acting Secretar1j.

TREASURY DEP ARTME T SECRET SERVICE DIVISION,

Washington, D. C., December 19, 1895.
Sm: Replying to circular letter," report on condition of public business,''dated
Dec mber 9, 1 95, I have the honor to state that the work of this division is practically up to date.
Rep ctfully, yours,
WM. P. HAZEN, Chief.
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE
SUPERVISING SURGEON-GE ERAL, MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE,

Washington, D. C., December 18, 1895.
Sm: In reply to circular letter of December 9, 1895, received this date, directing
me to forward, without delay, a statement showing whather any part of the busine of this Bureau is in arrear , I have the honor to inform you that the work of
the Bureau i up to date, with the ex eption of the copying, which is about one
year b hind, du to increase of the work of the Bureau in 1893.
Other 1 rk , when they can be spar d from their regular duties, have been
detail d to a sist the copyi t, and it is believed that the work will be brought up
to date during the coming year.
Respectfully, yours,
WALTER WYMAN,

The

Supe1·vising Surgeon-General, M. H. S.
SECRETARY OF THE TRE.A. URY.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, STEAMBOAT-INSPECTION SERVICE,
OFFICE F TIIE UPERVISING INSPECTOR-GENERAL,

Washington, D. C., December 1'7, 1895.
Sm: I have the .honor to acknowledge the receipt of Department circular lett er
of the 9th in tant (Acting Secretary Hon. S. Wike), and in reply would say that
there i no work in this office in arrears.
Re pe tfully, yours,
JAS. A. DUMONT,
Supervising Inspector-General.
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF THE

MINT,

Washington, D. C., Decembe1· 27, 1895.
Sm: Referring to your circular letter of the 9th instant, I have the honor t o
inform you that no part of the work of this office is in arrears.
Re p ctfully, yours,
R. E. PRESTON' Director of the Mint.
Hon. JOHN G. CARLISLE,
Sw·etary of the Treasury.

U

ITED STATES COAST A.ND GEODETIC SURVEY,

Washington, D. C., December 26, 1895.
Sm: In reply to your cir ular letter of December 9. calling for a statement as to
~h~ ndi i n ~f p~bli bu ·n ~s ~ this Bureau, 1 beg .leave to report that the work
~m
n ral h tle m arrear m view of the various classes of technical operations
mv lv cl After a numb r of months of field work, some field officers returning
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to the office have on hand a considerable amount of reduction and computation,
and in special cases where there has been necessity for sending them to the field
again, or assigning them to other duty before the completion of their office work,
this has occasionally accumulated to some extent, but such cases are few, and the
work is being brought up as rapidly as possible.
·
None of the divisions of the office are in arrears with tbe exception of the tidal
division. The force of computers in this division is, and has been, too small for
many years, so that there has been an accumulation of tidal records;· many.valuable observations are thus filed away instead of being discussed and reduced for
the improvement of the d~ta p_ubli~he~ for the benefit of mariners. An increase
in the force of computers m this office 1s much needed.
Yours, very respectfully,
w. w. DUFFIELD, Superintendent.
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

WAR DEPARTMENT.
WAR DEPARTMENT,

Washington, D. C., December 10, 1895.
Sm: I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday, calling attention to section 7 of the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation act
approved March 2, 1895, which requires the head of each Executive Department
to submit to the first regular session of the Fifty-fourth Congress, and annually
thereafter, in the annual Book of Estimates, a statement as to the condition of
business in his Department; also, your statement that this requirement of the law
has not been complied with by the War Department, and requesting that the said
information be furnished the Treasury Department at the earliest practicable date.
In reply, your attention is respectfully invited to Appendix E, Book of Estimates
(House Document No. 12, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session), which contains the
information called for by the act above cited.
JOSEPH B. DOE,
Very respectfully,
Acting Secretary of War.
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.
Statement of the condition of business in the several bureaus and offices of the War
Depa1·tment and the number and compensation of employees who are appropriated for in one bureau and who have been detailed fo1· duty in another bureau for
more than one year.
·
In compliance with the requirements of section 7 of the legislative, executive,
and judicial appropriation act approved March 2, 1895, I have the honor to report
that the work of the War Department is not in arrears in any of the bureaus or
offices of the Department, except in the office of the Judge-Advocate-General of
the Army, who makes the following report:
"The work of this office is in arrears as follows:
''COPYING.

"1. Twenty-one court-martial records, averaging about thirty typewritten
pages each; number of pages, about 630.
"2. T~enty reports and opinions, averaging about five typewritten pages each,
to be copied on record cards; number of pages, about 100 .
. "3. Reports, opinions, etc., from Nqvember, 1888, t<? July, 1894, to be copied
mto permanent fo~·m on record books or cards (accordmg to the system in use);
number of typewritten pages, about 11,170.
"4. Consolidated index from August, 1882, to July, 1894, to be copied from
rough draft; number of typewritten pages, about 100.
"Total pages to be copied, about 12,000.
"INDEXING.

"1. Precedent index is about 300 record cards behind.
"2. Index of reports, opinions, etc., from May 31, 1893, to July 9, 1894, to be
completed.
"3. Consolidated index of reports, opinions, etc., from August 1882 to March
1890, to be verified.
'.
'
'
"4. One hundred and thirty court-martial records to be entered and index cards
of same prepared.
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RE ERV ATION PAPER .

8. LAMONT,
Secreta1·y of War.

DANIEL

NAVY DEPARTMENT.

ir v ry r p ctfully,
H.

A. HERBERT, Secretary.

The SECRETARY OF TIIE TREA URY.

INTERIOR DEPARTMENT.
DEP ARTME T OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, Decernber 14, 1895.
Sm: In compliance with your request of the 9th instant for a statement as to the
condition of the bu ine s of thi Department on December 1, 1895, for transmission
to ongr as in conn ction with the annual Book of Estimates, there is transmitted
the following:
Office of the ~ecreta?:J.- ~ divisions up to d~te except the board of pension
app als, m which were p ndmg appeals on ments, 521; fee appeals, 91; motions
f8r recon jd ration, 1 .
Ojfwe of the As.'1istant Attorney-General.-Docket cases about seven months in
arr ars although working over hours. With present force of employees there is
littl hop for gr at r .clnction of arrears.
General Land Office.-The work of nearly all divisions, e,xcept the recorder's and
the accoun i con id rably in arr ar , a shown in detail by Commissioner's
rep rt h r with. B id the arreaa· particularized there are in every division
th 1 tt r-pr . copy book for the past seven years yet to be copied into permarc1 . Th aln' ar in ome of th divi. ions is caused by a lack of sufficient
n nt r
num r of c mp nt cl rk , peci l agents, and surveyors in the field.
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Office of Indian Affairs.-In finance division the settlement of claims and the
bookkeeping is in arrears, because of the work being very heavy at this time of the
year. Work will soon be un,, to date .. In land division ~he allotment work is in
arrears largely due to want of townslnp plats of reservat10n surveys.
Pension Office.-Business nearly current, except correspondence with Members
of Congress as to status of olaims, which is very heavy, often nearly 1,000 calls for
status daily. There is also an accumulation in the adjudicating divisions due to
neo-ljgence or inability of claimants or attorneys to supply necessary evidence after
behlg notified. Fiel_d work of spe~i~l_ex3:min~t_ion division is somewhat in_arrears
on account of large influx of credib1hty mquines; expected to be current m afew
weeks.
Patent Office.-Temporary arrears in examining divisions resulting from new
rules of practice.
Office of Education.-No arrears except in statistioal division; the Annual Report for 1894-95 is to be r:e3:d_y for printi~g in Janu'."'ry, 1896._
Geological Survey,-Divis10n of chemistry considerably m arrears because of
inadequacy of the appropriation. The Director of the Geological Survey made a
request December 13, 1895, for an additional $1,500, to be immediately available.
The work in the engraving division is congested because of lack of sufficient room
to accommodate the employees and machinery.
Office of Commissioner of Railroads.-No arrears.
Duplicate reports from the head of each of the bureaus are inclosed, stating in
detail the condition of the business.
Very respectfully,
WM. H. Srns, Acting Secretary.
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT ATTORNEY-GENERAL.
The work of the law division may be classified under two general heads, "current business" and "docket cases." Current business includes all business except
docket cases, such as motions for review, rehearings, adjustment of railroad grants
and rights of way, administrative matters, and very many others too numerous to
mention herein, and constitut~, approximately, one-third of our work. As to this
branch of work we are substantially up to date. Docket cases are appeals from
the Commissioner of the General Land Office in contest and other cases.
There are in round numbers about 1,600 of these appeals at present in this
Department. Of these about 1,100 are now ready for consideration by the assistant attorneys, the time for filing briefs, etc., not having expired as to the other 500.
At the rate the division is working, it seems that, in regard to the cases ready
for action, we may be said to be about seven months behind on this work.
Many reasons might be assigned as contributing causes to this arrearage, but
the principal one is that the work is too great for the force employed, for though
we have been working over hours, thereby reducing the arrearage to some extent,
it is not probable, with the large business of the Department, that we can hope
for any very great reduction in the future.
Respectfully submitted.
VIVIAN BRENT,
First Assistant Attorney.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFFICE,
Washington, D. 0., December 12, 1895.
SIR: Referring to the departmental communication of the 10th instant, embodying a copy of _section 7 of the legislative act of March 2, 1895, requiring statements to be submitted annually to Congress as to the business of the respective
Departments, as to whether any of the same is in arrears, and the extent thereof
and reasons therefor, I have the honor to state that the following is a summary
of the condition of the business of this office, as compiled from the reports made
to me by the respective chiefs of division:
Division B, recorder.-All business ·p ractically up to date.
DivisionO,publiclands.-Unanswered letters, 1,049; unadjudicatedfinal entries
all classes, 14,668; unposted entries and filings, 3,013.
'
Division E, surveyingH-One hundred and fifteen returns of surveys and 75
r eports -of field examinations.
J:?ivisio_n F, railroa.~:-Unadjudicated _grant~ to railroa~s and wagon rnads 1
10->.846,438 a~res, reqmrmg sev~ral years' tune with present force. Right-of-way
gnmts to railroads, canals, ditches, and State desert-land selection lists threa
months in arrears.
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mpt1' 11. and town sites.- ns ttlec.l private
. ,1 ; nati n laim
· crip 1 cation , 26; Indian allotments, 2,233;
nt
1 · public lan ntrie pending 2 O~O.
.
i iS'ion H, nt .·t .-Eight hundr d and 1ghty-one cases pending.
Di i ·onK, st ·amp Zan s.- nadjus d 'tat 1 ctio_ns, 327,106 acr~s; school-land
indemnity s 1 ctions 71,412 a re · ca h and land mdemmty claims, 1,89~,234
aci· · claim for swamp land in place, 3,952,164 acres; contests and conflicts,
1,160.
.
DiviS'ion L, drafting.-Th construction of l'ailroad maps and draftmg of State
and Territorial map is in arrear .
DiviS'ion M, accounts.- o bu. iness of this division can be said to be in arrears.
Divi ion , mineral.- ix hunfu d and sixty-eight suspended mineral and coal
entri .
Division P, special agents.-In hands of special agents for examination, 1!539
entrie involvmg 320, 00 acres. Many cases unacted upon for lack of sufficient
force.
In addition to the sp Hie work of the respective divisions reported in arrears,
there are in every divi ion the letterpress copy books for the paiat seven years,
which must eventually be tran ribed into permanent records, but can not now be
done for lack of ad quate force.
The arrearag s of work in some of the divisions is caused by lack of a sufficient
number of competent clerks, ape ial agents, and surveyors in the field.
Very respectfully,
S. W. LAMOREUX, Commissioner.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, December 13, 1895.
Sm: In compliance with Department instructions of the 10th instant, I respectfully report in r gard to the condition of work in this Bureau as follows:
The current work of the finance division is nearly up to date, though the settlement of claims is now somewhat in arrears, this being the time of year when sti.ch
work is pecially heavy. For the same reason the bookkeeping, which is very heavy,
is now not quite up to date, but it soon will be entirely so. In the course of the
year the work is not materially behind.
In the land division strictly current business is not in arrears, but allotment
work i somewhat in arrears, largely due to the want of township plats of reservation survey .
In th education and accounts and files divisions the work is up to date.
Very respectfully,
D. M. BROWNING, Commissioner.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

DEPARTME T OF THE INTERIOR, BUREAU OF PENSIONS,

Washington, D. C., December 12, 1895.
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of th e
10th instant requesting a statement as to the condition of the business of t his
Bureau, and showing whether any part of the same is in arrears; if so, where su ch
arrears exi t, the extent th reof, and the reasons therefor, in conformity with the
requirem nt of section 7 of the legislative act of March 2, 1895.
I have the honor to state that the business incident to this Bureau, in so far as
its nature would permit, was, on December 1, nearly current, the best results
under the existing laws and conditions being attained in every branch.
. I regret to say that the cone~ponde~ce ?f the Bureau with Members of Congress
m regard to the status of pension clarms 1s not kept as nearly current as is desir able1 by r a on ~f th~ ~ense number of such req ueets. The e:ffort to make proper
rep~es to the e applications for status seriously interferes with the adjudication of
c1a.im . The numbe! of Congressional calls r ceived is often nearly 1,000 per day,
an~ calls for tatus m the same ca e are often repeatedly made within a short
:p~od_. ~ the ffort to ans:wer from day to day as many status calls as possible
mJ~ tic 1
one many laimants havin~ o:z:iginal applications pending, whose
lrum , n count of the corre pondence mcid nt to the Congressional calls, can
no
pr mptly reached. If calls for status could be brought to the minimum .
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the work of the Bureau would be greatly accelerated, and the work of adjudication would be so nearly current as to make the Congressional calls U?J-necessary.
If this condition existed, Members of Congress generally would be relieved of the
burden with which they are now taxed in this respect, unjust criticism of the
Bureau would be avoided, and in its place would be manifested a more agreeable
appreciation of the work of the Bureau.
•
I am satisfied that the officers and clerks are bringing every effort to bear upon
the prompt and proper adjudication of all of the several classes of claims now
pending. Cases that are ready for adjudication are promptly disposed of, and
apparent delays _are usually the result of negligenc~ or inability o~ the p3:rt of
claimants or their attorneys to supply necessary evidence, after bemg notified,
often repeatedly, of the necessity for furnishing such evidence. Calls for evidence
are made as promptly and with as much detail and clearness as can be done. All
of this will account in a great measure for the accumulation of work in the adjudicating divisions of this Bureau and the fact that they are somewhat in arrears.
The work in the other divisions of the Bureau is practically current, with the
exception of the work of the special examination division, which is practically up
to date, exclusive of the work performed by the fi~ld force: · FroD?- the verr nature
of the work itself, the cases that have been submitted to the special exammers for
examination in the field are not ~urrent. The largest force of special examiners
possible under the appropriation for this branch of the public service is constantly
employed in the field, with the satisfactory results that the ca&es referred for
special examination are being rapidly disposed of.
On account of the large influx of credibility inquiries to this division during the
past few months this particular branch of the field work is somewhat in arrears.
However, the special examiners have been recently instructed to devote themselves
zealously to the prosecution of all credibility inquiries iR their hands, and it is
confidently expected that within the next few weeks this particular branch of the
work will be current.
[t is gratifying to state that the work performed by the 18 pension agents is
current, and that the pension agency service was never in a better condition than
at the present time.
I am satisfied that all the officers and employees of the Bureau are performing
their work in the most conscientious and expeditious manner, and with due regard
to the interests of the public service.
Very respectfully,
WM. L0CHREN, Commissioner.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE,
Washington, D. C., December 11, 1895.
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the departmental circular
dated the 10th instant, requesting a statement showing the condition of business in
this office on December 1, 1895, a:nd whether any part of the same is in arrears.
In reply I beg to say that the work in all the clerical divisions of the office was
up to date on December 1, 1895, thirteen of the examining divisions were under
one month, fifteen were between one and two months, and five between two and
three months, and that the interference division was about two months in arrears.
The arrears in work in the examining divisions is, however, considered to be
only temporary, and is the result of the new rules of practice that recently went
into effect. Ordinarily the office receives about 1,650 amendments a week but
this nu~ber increase~ dU1;'ing the week ende~ October 22, 1895, to 20,142, the'new
rules bemg ~t that time m full effect. Durmg the week ended December 3 this
number agam became normal, and the office is making a rapid gain upon the
~ccu7:I1ulated work, and in a short time it is expected that there will be no division
m this office where the work may be considered to be in arrears.
As ~o the appel!ate t~bunals, it is not always practicable to decide appealed
?ases m the order m which they are heard, and mere dates can not be the criterion
m such work.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN s. SEYMOUR, Commissioner.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
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TERI R, B RE U OF ED CATION,
Washington, D. C., December 12 , 1895.
IR: In r po
to your ir ·ular und r e tion 7 of tl?,e legj lativ .a~t of Marc~
2 1 9,-, r u tin from thi Bureau a tatem nt showmg the condition of basin , on D c mb r 1, 1 - I have the honor to state as follows:
. .
Th chi f w rk f thi Bur au, a provided by acts of Congress estabhshmg the
the am , fall in ix par .
Fir t. Th tati ti al division enga~ed in ollecting statistics through f?rms of
direct inquiry from ducational in titution and systems, and the collation and
tabulatmg f the ame with su h commentary and comparison of results as the
same call d for for publication in the annual report. This division ha~ its work
w 11 in hand, and has during the pa t fl cal year completed the preparat10n of two
annual report -tho for 1 92-93 and 1 93-94-the first of which, delivered to the
printer in F bruary, 1 95 is now nearly ready for distributio~; the secoD:d,_that
for 1 93-94, i nearly one-half st reotyp d. The annual report for 1894-95 1s man
advanced tat of preparation and I think will be ready for the printer in the
month of January, 1 96. The clerks in this division are sufficient for the work,
with the exc ption that one more copyist who is skillful in the use of the typewriter is need d.
Second. The division of corre pondence. One of the functions of the Bureau is
to an wer corr pond n from various parts of the nation, giving information in
r gard to methods of instruction in vo~u 1 school management and buildings, and
organization of ystems here and abroaa. This department of the Bureau becomes
each year mor .ffi i nt and the demand upon it from the different parts of the
country continually in ·r a e. Th re is ample work for another clerk of class 1
in thi d partin nt. But I can not report that anything is in arrears.
Third. The work of gathering information from foreign nations which have
within the pa t f w y ars become very active in the establishment of State systems of education, and which have made new and radical departures in methods
and management, has b en in trusted in this Bureau to a division known as the international xchange divi ion. Each clerk in this division has a definite field of
inquiry mark d out for him and becomes more skHlful from year to year in understanding the significance of educational event abroad and in selecting what is
in tructive to teacher and school managers in the United States. The work of
thi department i as nearly up to date as the requirements demand, and there is
no immediate n d for an increase in this division.
.
Fourth. C rtain funds are provrned by Congress for the purchase of documents
and the procur m nt of ducational statistics. With this fund a very valuable
s ri of mon graph ha been obtained under the editorship of Prof. H.B. Adams,
f Johns H pkin Univ r ·ity, including treatises on the history and present conruti n of high r educati n in the everal State . Of this series the followingmanu ripts ar in hand and await publication: Higher education in West Virginia,
Kansa Mi i ippi Mi ouri, Louisiana, Vermont, Maine, New Hampshire, and
ebra ka, and th District of C lumbia nine States in all. Those which have
already b en publish d namely, those of Alabama, North and South Carolina,
Ma achu tts onnecticut, hio, Iowa, Indiana, Tennessee, Wisconsin, Michigan,
D lawar , Virginia Rhode Island, and Maryland, have been received with great
favor not only in th tates to which tho e drculars related, but also among all
parti sinter ted in the study of education. They have also done much to arouse
the pirit of hi torical inquiry in those States and to set on foot various measures of
reform. It i v ry de irable that Congress should make provision for the uublication of at 1 a t three or four of these manuscripts annually.
•
Fifth. To th· Bureau is assigned the examination and report on the distribution and u
made of the endowment funds of 25,000 per annum to each of the
agricultural ollege in the United States. A clerk has recently been added to
thi ;Bureau a~ it reque t, to st~dy the methods of teaching various branches
r latmg ~ agnculture. cholastic branches, such as mathematics, the languages,
and th science have been reduced to a so-called pedagogic form· that is to say
t"!iey can be tau_ght in progre sive lessons to pupils, so that each le;son makes pos:
sible a succ eding one, and so that a mass of related knowledge is obtained by a
cour e of tudy. To some extent the mechanic arts ha¥e also been reduced to
p ~ gogie: form, bu~ the teachin~ of agri~ulture has made very little progress,
:w,.n~ to 1 great difficulty .. This B~reau 1s now U?dertaking a systematic investigation of the method ?f lllStruction employed m agiiculture, with a view to
?Oliect he ucce ful devices from each of the in titutions and give intelligent
m!ormatiOJ?- reg~ding b. m to ~ institu_tions. _ It is believed that great progress
will r ul m thlS :fi ld of education. It i de rrable that this department in the
Bur au hould be . ti· n!?th n d by the addition of one or two specialists receiving
salaries beyond the salari s of the third-class clerk.
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Sixth. The education in Alaska is assigned to this Bureau. The sum formerly
granted $50,000, has been by successive retrenchment on the part of Congress
cut dow'n to $30,000. This Bureau has been obliged to cut off most of its subsidies
to missionary establishments, and also to stop its work of opening new schools in
new settlerr..ents in Alaska. But it has undertaken, in ad(lition to its regular work,
the collection of a herd of reindeer by purchase from Siberia. In order to bring
in a more intelligent method of training and nurture of the reindeer the Bureau
has been obliged to procure herdsmen from Lapland. The greater intelligence,
skill, and gentleness of the Lapps in handling the deer and the intr~duction of
their improved methods of treatment have greatly promoted the welfare of the
herd. In 1894, 41 fawns out of 186 born were lost under the supervision of Siberian
herds:r:rum. In the spring of 1895, under the care of the Lapps, reports from two
of the three stations show that only 3 fawns were lost out of 215 born. Two-thirds
of the entire Territory of Alaska furnishes the thick white moss as food for the
reindeer. This can become food for the human population only by the aid of the
reindeer.
.
It is desirable, therefore, that there should be obtained two or three thousand
head of reindeer from Siberia annually, and that the distribution to the various
settlements of Alaska should proceed much more rapidly than it has done hitherto.
Up to the present time we have only 700 head of reindeer. Recommendation has
been made to advertise for a supply of reindeer, and thus secure the cooperation of
private commercial companies in obtaining them.
I beg leave in closing to call attention to the fact that the usefulness of this
Bureau is almost wholly conditioned by its power to print and distribute its documents. It is required by law to collect educational information from all sources
and digest and distribute the same to the people of the United States. This can
not be done to ai1y great extent except through printed documents, and therefore
any restriction upon the pl'inting and distribution of the documents of this Bureau
restricts and limits to that extent its usefulness.
'
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. T. HARRIS, Commissioner.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
DEPARTMENT OF TH:Bl INTERIOR,
Washington, December 14, 1895.
Sm: In conformity with the requirements of the legislative act of March 2, 1895,
and of the Department letter dated December 10, I have the honor to make the following report of the condition of the business of this Bureau, etc., on December 1,
1895:
Speaking in general terms, it may be said that the business and work of the Geological Survey has been kept well in hand and diRpatched with reasonable promptness. There is at present a congestion of work in two of the more important
divisions, viz., the division of chemistry and the division of engraving and printing, and the arrears are becoming considerable. The difficulty fa the division of
chemistry is due to the inadequacy of the appropriation for chemical researches.
The facilities are insufficient to handle the work, which is steadily increasing in
volume. The nature and extent of this difficulty are more fully set forth in a letter
that I addressed to the honorable Secretary on yesterday.
In the engraving division the arrears are due to lack of sufficient room to accommodate the force and machinery necessary for the dispatch of the work, which has
become very heavy.
·
I am, with respect, your obedient servant,
CHARLES D. wALCOTT' Director.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF COMMISSIONER OF RAILROADS
Washington, December 14, iB95.
Sm: In compliance ~th a circular letter from the Department, under date of
December 10, 1895, callmg for a statement of the condition of business in the sevaral bureaus, as r equired by section 7 of the legislative act of March 2 1895 I have
the honor to report that the current work of this Bureau is not in ar~ears.'
Very r espectfully,
w ADE HAMPTON' Commissioner.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,

H. Doc. 129-2
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POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT.
OFFICE OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL,

.
Washington, D. a., December 11, 1895.
Sm: !have the honor to acknowledge receipt of_you! communi_cation of _th~ 9_th
in tant, inviting attention to section 7 of_ the le~islative, executive, and Judicial
appropriation act approved March 2, 1890, and m reply have to sta:te that the
busin ss of this Department is mainly of _such a cur1:ent nature that it must nece sarily be kept up from day to day, and 1s not n~w m arrears. .
.
In reply to the concluding paragraph of secti<?n 7, above referred to, ~hich
require· a statement of the number and compe1?-sation of employees appropriat_ed
for in one bureau or office who have been detailed to another bureau or office for
a period exceeding one year, I beg to inclose herewith statements from the several
bureaus of this D partment, setting forth the desired information.
Very respectfully,
WM. L. WILSON, Postmaster-General.
The SECRET.A.RY OF THE TREASURY.

OFFIOE OF THE ASSIST.A.NT ATTORNEY-GENERAL
FOR '!'HE POST-OFFICE DEP.A.RTMENT,

Washington, D. a., October 11, 1895.
Sm: In compliance with the request contained in your communication of the
9th in tant, I give you a statement as to the condition of the business in this office,
as well a a statement of the number and compensation of employees appropriated
for in this office who have been detailed to another bureau or office for a period
exceeding one year.
First. The routine work, includin~ requests for opinions, is substantially completed to date, except in the disposition of claims for losses by fire, burglary, etc.
On the 1st day of July last there were on file and undisposed of 680 such claims,
but this number has been since reduced to 619. This statement, if left unexplained, might be misleading. There were no reports made prior to this year of
the number of claims on file and undisposed of at the end of each year, and hence
I have no statistic by which I can compare the number now on hand with former
year , but that the number has greatly decreased and is constantly being reduced
i proven by the fact that the claims disposed of last year exceeded the claims received by 612, and it is confidently believed by Gen. W. A. Knapp, who has charge
of that branch of the work, that by the end of the current year all the claims on
file and ready for action will have been disposed of.
It mu t not be forgotten in this connection that the examination, preparation,
briefing of the evidence, and correspond nee in these cases, in some of which the
record is voluminous and in many very nice questions of law and fact arise for
decision, and the examination, preparation, briefing, and jacketing of the 808 cases
decided last year devolved wholly on two clerks, General Knapp and his assistant,
Miss Livingston, who have not only gone through these cases, but have found time
to improve their indexes of cases so that they can be readily found for reference.
Notwithstanding the business has constantly increased, the working force of the
office has been reduced from eight to seven (including myself), one stenographer
and the assistant messenger having been taken away. I have had during the past
two years copied on the typewriter, indexed, and bound all of the opinions of the
Assistant Attorney-General for the Post-Office Department, making eight volumes,
averaging over 400 pages each. The number of claims for losses by fire, burglary,
etc., disposed of annually has increased from 853 in 1893 to 1,808 in 1895, besides a
very material increase of the work relative to lottery and frauclulent schemes.
Second. Appropriations have been made for one clerk at a salary of $1,800, two
clerks at salaries of $1,200 each, and one assistant messenger at a salary of $720 for
this ffice, who have been detailed to other bureaus for a period exceeding one year.
I have had, however, one clerk at a salary of $1,200 detailed from another bureau
to this office, and a part of the time an assistant messenger from another bureau,
but I have not had the latter for six months or more.
Very respectfully,
JOHN L. THOMAS,
.A istant Attorney-General, Post-Office Department.
Hon. FRANK H. THOMAS,
Oh'ief Olerk.
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POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE TOPOGRAPHER,
Washington, D. 0., October 11, 1895.
Sm: In answer to your letter of the 9th instant, referring to section 7, act of
March 2, 1895 (28 Stat., p. 808),I have to state that the business of this Bureau is
up to the current date; and that there is one employee appropriated for in this
office who has been detailed to another bureau or office for a period exceeding
one year, miJmely, copyist of maps, compensation $900 per annum, engaged at .
present in the office of the Third Assistant Postmaster-General. I beg leave to
add that said position, appropriately filled, is needed here: and that the withdrawal
thereof impairs the facilities of the office to that extent.
Very respectfully,
A. VON HAAKE,

·

.

Topographer, Post-Office Department.

The CHIEF CLERK, POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT.

POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF THE FIRST ASSISTANT POSTMASTER-GENERAL,

Washington, October 18, 1895.
Sm: Referring to your letter of the 8th instant, in which you request to be furnish~d with a statement as to the condition of the b11;siness in this Burean, in conformity wibh the seventh section of the act of March 2, 1895, as well as a statement of the number and compensation of employees appropriated for who have
been detailed to other bureaus or offices for a period exceeding one year, I have to
advise you as follows:
First. The business of the office is in good condition, the same being up to date.
Second. I hand you herewith a list of the employees of this Bureau who have
been detailed to other bureaus or offices for a period exceeding one year.
Respectfully submitted.
W. H. LAMAR, ,Ohiej Clerk.
FRANK H. THOMAS, Esq.,

Chief Clerk, Post-Office Department.

One clerk, class 4, to the Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General.
One clerk, class 3, to the Third Assistant Postmaster-General.
One cl&k, class 3, to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General. .
One clerk, class 2, to the Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General.
One clerk, class 1, to the Assistant Attorney-General. ·
•
Two clerks, class D, to the Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General.
Two clerks, claes D, to the Third Assistant Postmaster-General.
One clerk, class D, to the Postmaster-General.
One assistant messenger, at $720, to the Third Assistant Postmaster-General.
One assistant messenger, at $720, to the disbursing clerk.
One engineer, at $1,000, to Busch Building, Sixth Auditor.
One laborer, at $660, to Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General.
One laborer, at $660, to topographer.
Five laborers, at $660, to disbursing clerk.
One laborer, at $480, to Sixth Auditor.
One page, at $360, to disbursing clerk.

POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT, ·_
OFFICE OF THE SECOND ASSISTANT POSTMASTER-GENER.AL
Washington, D. 0., October 14, i895.
Sm: In ·r esponse to your request of the 9th instant to be furnished with a statement as to the condition of the business of this Bureau I have to state that the
work of the Bureau is practically up to date.
'
Very respectfully,
G. F. STONE,

Chief Clerk to the Second .Assistant Postmaster-General.
Mr. FRANK H. THOM.AS,

Chief Clerk Post-O.Dice Department.
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POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF THE SECOND As !STANT POSTMASTER-GENERAL,
Washington, D. C., October 10, 1895.
SIR: In compliance with your request of the 9t?- instant_for ~ statement of the
number and compen ation of employees approp~iated for 1_n this office who have
be n d tailed to other Bureau or offices for a period exceedmg one year, I have to
ad vis you that the following have been so detailed:
One clerk of cla s 2 to Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General.
One clerk of cla s 1 to Postmaster-General.
One clerk of cla s E to Third Assistant Postmaster-General.
Two clerks of class E to Fir t Assistant Postmaster-General.
One clerk of class D to Fir t Assistant Postmaster-General.
One assistant messenger to Postmaster-General.
One a istant messenger to disbursing clerk arid superintendent.
One laborer to Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General.
Very respectfully,
G. F. STONE,
Chief Clerlc to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General.
Mr. FRANK THOMAS,
Chief Clerlc Post-Office Depa'rtment.

POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF THE THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER-GENERAL,
Washington, D. C., October 10, 189b.
Sm: In response to your request of yesterday, I beg leave to report:
1. That the business of this Bureau is in a satisfactory condition, no part of it
worthy of mention being in arrears.
2. That of the force of this Bureau two clerks of class 2 have been detailed to
the office of the First Assistant, one clerk of the first class to the Second Assistant, and one laborer to the disbursing clerk and superintendent; but these details
have been fully offset by like details from other Bureaus to this.
Respectfully, yours,
MADISON DA VIS.
Chief Clerlc Office Third Assistant Postmaster-General.
FRANK H. THOMAS,
Chief Clerk Post-Office Department.

POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF TllE FOURTH ASSISTANT POSTMASTER-GENERAL,
Washington, D. C., October 15, 1895.
SIR: In reply to your communication of the 9th instant, asking to be furnished
with a statement a to the condition of business in this Bureau, together with a
statement of the number and compensation of employees appropriated for therein
who have been detailed to another Bureau for a period exceeding one year, I will
say that the work of the office is practically up to date.
Three $1,000 clerks of this Bureau have been detailed to the office of the First
Assistant Postmaster-General f01· a period exceeding one year.
Very respectfully,
GEO. V. CHAPIN,
Chief Clerk, Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General.
FRANK H. THOMAS, E sq.,
Chief Clerk Post-O.Ifice Departme,nt.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
Washington, D. C., December 17, 1895.
81:R: I have t~e honor to ac~owledge the receipt of your communication of the
~h mstant, ?al"!,mg my attention to section 7 of the legislative, executive, and judie1al ap1?r pnation act approv d arch 2 1 9:-, which requires" the head of each
Executive Department or other Government establishment in the city of Wash-
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ington to submit to the first regular session of the Fifty-fourth Congress, and annually thereafter, in the annual Book of Estimates, a statement as to the condition of
business in his Department or othoc Government establishment, showing whether
any part of the same is in arrears, and if so, jn what divisions of the respective
bureaus and offices of his Depa.-tment or other Government establishment such
arrears exis.t, the extent thereof, and the reasons therefor."
In compliance with your request that a report of the condition of business in
the United States Department of Agricultm:e up to December 1, 1895, be prepared
in conformity with the above law and transmitted to you at the earliest practicable date, I submit the following report of the present condition of businE1Ss in
the various bureaus and divisions of this Department:
·
Weather Bureau.-The work of this Bureau is in good condition and lip to date~
Bureau of Animal Industry.-The work of this Bureau is not in arrears, and
all business is in good condition.
Division of chemistry.-The work of this division is not in arrears, with the exception that the division has received from the 'division of vegetable pathology a
large number of cereals for examination, from the division of forestry a large
number of resins, and from the office of irrigation inquiry samples from the alka~
line plains, which have not yet been examined. The examination of samples of
soils collected from the different States, through the agricultural experiment sta:.
tions thereof, and the analyses of the crops grown thereon are sorn~what l:>eh,ind,
owing to the newness of the work and the large number of samples 'Sent in for
examination.
..
.
. . . .. .
.
Division of statistics;-The work of this diviston. js not in arrears.
Office of experiment stati-on$·. -The character of the work in charge of this office
does not make it practicable to set definite time limits to its operations. In gen~ral the business of the office is steadily progressing, and there are no arrears in
the work.
Division of entomology.-No part of the work of this division is in arrears.
Division of ornithology and mammalogy.-The work of this division is as nearly
up to date as the nature of the investigations permit.
Division of forestry.-The business of this division requiring immediate attention and controlled by time is not in arrears. Of the nine bulletins proposed to
be issued during the fiscal year, three have been published or are in the printer's
hands, three can be made ready within a short time, requiring only editorial work,
and three are waiting for additional information to be developed in the investigatiom, of the division before they can be finally prepared.
Division of botany.-All of the business of this division is in a satisfactory
condition, with the exception of some work in the herbarium that it has been
impossible to perform owing to lack of prnper specimens.
Division of agrostology.-The duties which have been assigned to this division, or
especially called for, have been performed, and the work pushed forward as rapidly
as possible.
Division of pomology.-The work of this division is as fully up to date as its
nature permits.
Division of vegetable pathology.-The work of this division is not in arrears.
Division of agricultural soils.--The work of.this division is well up to date, and
there is nothing ip. arrears.
Fi"ber investigations.-The work of this office is in satisfactory condition, 11tnd no..
part is in arrears.
Irrigation inquiry.-The work of this office is in proper condition, and no part
of it is in a1'rears.
Road incruiry.-The business of this office is· not in arrears.
Division of accounts and disbursements.-The work of thfa division, is fully up
to date.
·
Division of publieations.-The work of this division is i,n satisfactory condition.
and not in arrears.
·
Document and folding room.-The office woi-k is· kept up to date each day, and
the wol'k of distributing documents is not in arrears and all orders are pro1nptly
filled.
Section of foreign markets.-No part of the work of this section is in arrears.
Gardens an,d grounds.-None of the work of gardens and grounds is in arrears.
Museum.-The work carried on in the Department of Agriculture museum is fully
up to date, and the museum is in as good condition as the building will permit.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
·
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

u.
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J.

STERLING MORTON,

Sooretary.
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DEPAR TMENT OF LABOR.

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR,
Washington, D. 0., December 10, 1895.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the
9th in tant (divi ion of appointments, S. N.), asking for a report from this
Department in accord nee with ection 7 of the legislative, executive, and judicial
appropriation act approved March 2, 1895, and informing me that I have not compli d with this provi ion.
In respon e !have to inform you that October 2, 1895, in transmitting estimates
for the fi cal year 1 97 I made the report in accordance with the law referred to,
and you will find the same (herewith inclosed) printed on page 323 of the Book of
Estimates for 1896-97.
I am, re pectfully,
CARROLL D. WRIGHT, Commissioner.
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR,
Washington, D. 0., October 2, 1895.
SIR: I have the honor to hand you herewith my estimates for the Department of
Labor for the fiscal y ar ending June 30, 1897.
In ace rdance with the provfaions of section 2 of an act approved July 11, 1890,
making appropriations for the 1 gislative, executive, and judicial expenses of t he
Govirnment, etc., I have the honor to report that there are only two of t he
employe s of this Department who can be considered as somewhat below a fair
standard of efficiency, but this condition on their part is the result of recent ill
health.
In accordance with section 7 of an act approved March 2, 1895, making appropriations for the legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of the Government,
etc., I have the honor to report that the business of this Department is in excellent
conditi n. The Department of Labor has no routine work, so that it is impossible
to make a report specifically, in accordance with the act cited, as to whether any of
it i in arr ars, as thd Department makes its own investigations and compiles the
r esult and reports them to Congress.
In a cordance with the provisions of the same section, I have to report t hat
there are no mploye s appropriated for in one bnreau or division who have been
detail d to th r bureaus or divi ions for any period. Our Department has never
1:>e n organized into divisions, and therefore the provisions of the section cited do
not apply.
I am, v ry r p ·tfully,
CARROLL D. W RIGHT, Commissioner.
The SECRET.ARY OF THE TREASURY.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ,
Washington, D. 0., December 12, 1895.
Sm: I have the honor to state, in reply to your letter of the 10th instant, in
accordance with the provisions of section 7 of the legislative, executive, and
judicial appropriation act approved March 2, 1895, that no part of the bu siness
of the Department of Justice is in arrears, arnl that no employee of the Department appropriated for in one bureau or office has been detailed to another bureau
or office for a period ceeding one year. This statement does not relate to casee
pending in court and in charge of legal representatives of the Government, but t o ,
the current work of the Department.
ery re pectfully,
J UDSON HARMON,
.Attorney-General.
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.
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CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSI ON.
UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE C OMMISSION,
Washington, D. 0 ., December 17, 1895.
Srn: The Commission has the honor to acknowledge t h e r eceipt of your letter of
the 9th instant, calling its attention to section 7 of the legislative, executive, and
judicial appropriation act approved March 2, 1895, w hicl:1 require~ the he_ad of
each Executive Department or other Government establishment m the city of
Washington to submit to the first regular session of the Fifty-fourth Congress, and
annually thereafter, a statement as to the condition of business, and showing
whether any part o! the same_ is in arr~ar_s, e~c., and in_reply to ~ay that th~ central board of examrners of this Comm1ss1on 1s about six weeks m arrears m the
marking of exami~ation_papers. This is occasioned by the l~rge ext en_sion of the
classified service, mvolvmg a large amount of extra work withou t an mcrease of
force. The work of the customs, postal, and internal-revenue division of this
Commission is about five weeks in arrears.
Very respectfully;
JOHN R. PROCT,ER, President.
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION.
INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION,
Washington, December· 11, 1895.
Sm: We have yours of the 9th instant, calling our attention t o section 7 of the
legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation act approved Mar ch 2, 1895, and
to the fact that this requirement of law has not been complied with by this Com:
mission, and requesting a statement showing the condition of the business of this
Bureau up to December 1, 1895. Until the receipt of you r let ter our attention had
not been directed to this statute, and it had not occurred t o u s t hat such a provision of law might be found in an appropriation act.
The appropriation to carry into effect the act to regulate commer ce is made in
an aggregate sum. No specific number of employees are appropriated for , nor is
the compensation of the employees fixed by law. The number and compensation of persons employed are reported in the annual report of the Commission to
Congress.
For convenience and efficiency the work of the Commission is arr anged in three
separate divisions: (1) Division of statistics; (2) auditor's division ; (3) operating division.
The character of the work of the statistical division is sufficien tly indicated ·by
its title. The annual statistical report of the Commission is made up from the
reports of the various carriers subject to the act, and t heir publication is attended
with considerable delay, for the reason that in the present state of the law it has
been found impracticable to secure, within the time prescribed by th e Commission,
from the various carriers the reports upon which the statistical r eport of the Commission is based. This division has general charge of correspondence relating to
railway statistics.
·
The auditor's division has charge of tariffs, schedules, rate sheet s, and documents r elating to transportation charges. From 1,400 to 1,500 of such paper s are
daily r eceived, acknowledged, examined, filed, indexed, .and so arranged as to
make the information contained in these papers and docum ent s available for
immediate use. This division conducts the correspondence relative t o transportation charges as established and shown upon schedules and tariffs fil ed. The volume of work is not uniform from year to year and month t o month, and in the
last six months this work has been in arrea1·s for lack of t he necessary clerical
force, but it is believed that such arrears will be only temporary.
The operating division has charge of the general files and corr espondence and
records of proceedings; keeps the files and papers relat ing to all informal complaints and controversies, and keeps the records, files, and papers relating to all
formal investigations and complaints .
. Hea!·ings hav~ 9een had and investigations made iJ?- as D?-any as thirty-five cases
m which no dec1s1on has been rendered. The quest10n s m controversy in many
of these cases are involved in cases now and long pending in the United Stat es
Supreme Court or in some of the United States circuit cou rts. Until these questions are disposed of in the courts not much will be gained by any decision, involv-
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ing the same que ti~:ms, which mi~ht be m_ade by the Commis ion.

Some of these
undecided ca es wait upon the :fihng of bnefs or oral arguments to be made by the
parties.
thers of them have not been decided by reason of the pressure of other
urgent work.
.
Respectfully, yours,
WM. R. MORRISON, Chairman.
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

FISH COMMISSION.
UNITED STATES COMMISSION OF FISH AND FISHERIES,

Washington, D. 0., December 13, 1895.
Sm: In compliance with the requirements of section 7 of the act approved March
2, 1895, entitled ".An act making appropriations for the legisla~ive, executiye! and
judicial expenses of the Government £or the fiscal year endmg June thirtieth,
eighteen hundred and ninety-six, and for other purposes," I have the honor to
report that the current work of the United State~ Fish_ Com~issio!l is up_to date.
The presentation of its annual reports, however, 1s behmd, thrn bemg mamly due
to the small force of employees co:111petent to ~o this_ work, the time o~ ~horn is
primarily required in the transact10n of the daily busmess of the Commission. It
is believed, however, that these reports can be completed by the close of the pres~
ent fiscal year.
HERBERT A. GILL,
Very respectfully,
Chief Clerk and Acting Commissioner.
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

Washington, December 27, 1895.
SIR: The Commissioners of the District of Columbia have the honor, in response
to your communication of the 9th instant, calling attention to the requirement in
section 7 of the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation act approved
March 2, 1895, that the head of each Executive Department or other Government
establishment in the city of Washington shall submit statements as to the condition of business in his Department, to herewith transmit reports from the
head of the several branches of the government of this municipality showing the
status of the offices of the said government with respect to the requirement of
the law you cite.
Very respectfully,
JOHN w. Ross,
President Board of Commissioners.
Hon. S. Wnrn,
Acting Secretary of the Treasury.

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER COMMISSIONER, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

Washington, December 11, 1895.
Sm: I have the honor to report that none of the work in the surface department
was in arrears on the 1st instant.
o employees in this division appropriated for under the head of" engineer's
office" have been employed in any other office, and no employees appropriated for
under the head of any other office have been employed in this division of the engineer's office.
G. J. FrnBEGER,
Very respectfully,
Captain, Corps of Engineers.
The E G EER COM.MISSIONER.
OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER COMMISSIONER, DI~TRIOT OF COLUMBIA,

Washington, December 17, 1895.
In compliance with order of the Commissioners of December 10 1895 1
ha
h honor
ubmit th following report of the condition of busines~ in the
·
departments under my charge on the 1st of December, 1895.
J R:

COND!TION OF BUSINESS IN THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS.

25

In the distribution branch of the water department the drafting and clerical
work was somewhat in arrears on the above date, due to the large amount of new
work in hand in extending the high-service system of water distribution, and in
making the necessary changes in water mains along the line of ·the Metropolitan
Railroad Company. This, however, is the usual condition of things at this period
of the year, and it is pr:obable that with the present f?rce the work, with the
exception of the preparation of large-scale water maps, will be brought up to date
before the end of the winter.
In the revenue branch of the water department the clerical work was not in
-arrears on the date mentioned. It is, however, only kept up to date by the employment on clerical work of a part of the inspection force. As it is absolutely neces:s ary to keep the clerical and revenue work of the office up to date, the inspection
-work suffers from the above condition of affairs. The additional inspectors asked
for in my annual report should be authorized, and would be followed by increased
refficiency in the inspection for leaks and wastes.
In the department of street lighting the work was not in arrears on the abovementioned date, so far as it can be performed by the present force. On account
-of employing inspectors for a certain amount of clerical work the inspection service
proper is not as efficient and complete as it should be. This can only be remedied
.by the authorization of a greater number of inspectors in this department.
In the office of inspector of gas and meters the work is reported as not being in
:arrears on the date mentioned.
No employees of the departments under my charge have been detailed to another
bureau or office for a period exceeding one year.
Reports of the different heads of departments are inclosed herewith.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDW. BURR,
Captain of Engineers, U. S. A.
Maj. CHAS. F. POWELL,
Engineer Commissioner.
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
Washington, December 10, 1895.
Sm_: The Commissioners direct me to request that you will please report to them
on or before the 14th instant whether any part of the business of your office was
in arrears on the 1st instant, and if so, to what extent and why, in order that the
Commissioners may report the same to the Secretary of the Treasury in compliance
with the law. Also, a statement of the number and compensation of employees
appropriated for in one bureau or office who have been detailed to another bureau
or office for a period exceeding one year.
Very respectfully,
W. TINDALL, Secretary.
The ENGINEER COMMISSIONER.
Copy for Mr. J. J. Beall, who will please furnish the information called for by
the above order at the earliest practicable time.
EDW. BURR,
Captain of Engineers, U. S. A.
OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES INSPECTOR OF GAS AND METERS
.
Washington, D. C., December 12, iB95.
GENTLEMEN: In compliance with your request of the 10th instant, I have the
honor to report that not any part of the business of this office was in arrears on
the 1st instant, and no employee of this office was detailed to another bureau or
•
office during the past year.
Very respectfully,
s. CALVERT FORD
Inspector of Gas and M~ters.
The COMMISSIONERS OF. THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER COMMISSIONER, WATER DEPARTMENT
Washington, I>. C., December 14, iB95.
. Sm: In compliance with the request of the honorable Commissioners of the 10th
mstant, I have the honor to report that the following work in this office was in

26

CO DITIO

OF BU, I ESS I

THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS.

arr ar on th 1 tin tant: One hundred water maps to complete, including field
work in nn tion with ame· making up co t of water mains laid for the pre ent
fi al y ar.
Th d ht in the work r £erred to is due to extra work on plans for new pump
hou r rvoir at R no and xtra work in connection with changing water mains ·
and l~ying new one. on account of changes in motive power on street raih-oads.
Very re p ctf ully,
H. F. HAYDEN,
Superintendent Water Department.
Maj. CHA . F. PowELL,

Engineer Cornmissioner.
OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER COMMISSIONER,
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Washington, December 12 , i895.
CAPTAIN: In reply to your request for information relative to the conditio~ of
the work of this office on December 1, I have the honor to state that the clerical
work of the office was not in arr ars on that date.
This i largely due to the employment of some of the inspection force to do clerical w r k. The inspection for leaks and wastes of Potomac w~ter is therefore ~ecarily n gl cted to some extent. hould my recommendat10n for the appomtment of four additional in pectors be complied with, the work of collecting water
r nts, wat r-main taxes, and the inspection for leaks would be greatly expedited.
Very respectfully,
JNO. J. BEALL, Water Registrar.
Capt. EDWARD BURR, Corps of Engineers, U. S. A.

OFFICE OF ENGINEER COMMISSIONER,
DISTRIC'l' OF COLUMBIA,

Washington, December 13, 1895.
Sm: In response to the request of the Engineer Commissioner for information
as to" whether any part of the busjness of your office was in arrears on the 1st
instant," etc., I have the honor to report that all work in connection with the
street-lighting service is complete to elate. A proper inspection and supervision
of this service, however, can not be made with the present force.
No employee of this department has been detailed to another departrnent for a
period longer than two months.
W. C. ALLEN,
Resp ctfully submitted.
Superintendent of Lamps.
Capt. EDWARD BURR,
Assistant to the Engineer Commissioner.

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER COMMISSIONER, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

Washington, December 16, 1895.
Sm: In reply to circular of December 10, concerning statement as to whether
any part of the busine s of the offices in the division of sewers and plumbing was
in arrears on the 1st instant, etc. 1 I have to report the state of business in the
various offices to be as follows:
In the permit office all work was up to date. Should, however, the proposed
amendment to the plumbing regulations requiring all taps of public sewers to be
made by sewer tappers, instead of permitting plumbers to make taps in pipe sewer,
as is now the custom, be adopted, it may be nesessary to temporarily employ a
sewer tapper in addition to the two now with the office.
In the office of superintendent of property all work was up to date. It has been
neces ary at times during the year to temporarily employ parties for the purpose
of properly attending to the property in the yards or at inspection points. As the
appropriation bill permits the employment of such additional help as may be nece sa11', it is b~lieved that this method will keep the office from falling behind at
any time that mcrea ed work may be thrown upon it.
F r th: ffic _of plumbing inspection the in ·pector in charge reports as follows:
'Tb ms:p ction of new w rk is ntirely up to date; the inspection of repair work
up to date as far as the plumbers have reported such work to this office. Of the
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192 notices issued since December 1, 1894, only 20 have been entered as having
received a final disposition. It is doubtless true that a considerable proportion,
estimated at one-quarter, of the remaining notices have received some attention,
but the force at my disposal is not sufficient to give these cases the r epeated
inspection they requ~re.
.
.
.
, , During the past four months repeated requests for mspect10n and t est of houses
have been r eceived. Some fifteen cases remain to receive a test, although each has
been inspected and a fair probability established that the work is in safe condition.
'' In r egard to the condition of the office records, I can state that the present force
is not able to k eep this work up to date. The posting of the record of the past year
has however, been accomplished to September 1.
"Attention is directed in this connection to the fact that the continued disability
of the oldest assistant, Mr. John Murphy, is one reason for this state of affairs."
This office has been unable to take up work which properly devolved upon it on
account of inability to handle proposed work in addition to its regular routine
duties. A notable case of this waR its inability to undertake the work of examining
and reporting upon the plumbing in the Treasury Department building. Two
other assistants could be very advantageously employed in this office.
With rega.r d to the sewer division, I have to state that the force at present
employed is sufficient to keep up the ordinary routine work, but is n ot sufficient
to enable the office to handle promptly or expeditiously anything outside of this
routine work that may be assigned to it. The preparation of plans and specifications for new constructions requires, with the present force, longer time than it
should, owing to the inability of the present force to give such work exclusive
time. All extra work has to be sandwiched in at odd times with routine work.
By "extra work" is meant the work involved in the preparation of plans for
large constructions, such as the Brookland sewer, Rock Creek and B street interceptor, etc. There is some difficulty in keeping drafting work properly to date.
Two or three more engineers could be advantageously employed in this Department, but if any additional work beyond what it now has should be given it, an
increase of force will be necessary.
No employees appropriated for in this division have been detailed to any other
bureau or division during the year.
LANSING H. BEACH.
Very respectfully,
Captain of Engineers, U. S. A.
Maj. CHAS. F. POWELL,
Engineer Commissioner.

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER COJl.iMISSIONER, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
Washington, December-, 1895.
MAJOR: I have the honor to report that the work of the recora office of the
engineer department was not h: J,rrears on the 1st instant.
One clerk at a compensation of $1,200, appropriated for under the head of
'' engineer's office," was transferred from the record office to the division of extension and highways, as clerk and draftsman.
Very respectfully,
A. Y. LAKEMAN,
Chief Clerk, Engineer Department.
Maj. CHARLES F. POWELL,
Engineer Commissioner.

OFFICE OF THE EXCISE BOARD OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
Washington, December 27, 1895.
GENTLEMEN: The excise board District of Columbia has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of inquiry of the 10th instant, which came to this
office on thA 24th instant.
In reply it is to be said that the business of this branch of the District bureaus
was :1ot in arrears on the first of th~s month, and also that no employee has been
detailed from another department for duty under the excise board.
Very respectfully,
J. HARRISON JOHNSON,
Chairman Excise Board.
The COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
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F I E F M

UPERI TE DE 'I' METROPOLITAN POLICE,
Di trict of Columbia, Decembe1· 19, 1895.
Re p ctfully r turn d to the Commi si~ners of tI?-e District o~ Columbia with
th information th, t no part of the bu mess of th1'S office was m arrears 0n the
1 tin tant.
Employe appropriated for in this department have been detailed to the number f 7 a watchmen at th Di trict of Columbia building, occupied by the several
Di trict d partment ; 1 as guard to the poundmaster, in the service of the health
officer; 5 a bani.ff at the police court, 1 as watchman at Rock Creek Park, and
4: as guards at the workhouse, all of these for a period of a year or more.
WM. G. MOORE,
Major and Superintendent Metropolitan Police.
J

R AND

HEALTH DEPARTMENT, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
Washington, December 14, 1895.
GENTLEME : Replying to your letter of the 10th instant, inquiring whether
any part of the busine s of this department was in an-ears on the 1st instant, also
wh ther any of the employees have been detailed to any other department for a
period xceeding one year, I have the honor to state that the ordinary work
of this department wa on the date mentioned and is at the present time up to
dat . and that none of the employee have been detailed elsewhere. It has, however; b en necessary to upplement the regular force of this department by a special in pector, paid from the emergency fund, for the purpose of making a special
inve tigation into the prevalence of typhoid fever in this District.
The appropriation made at the last session of Congress for the establishment of
a di infecting service was so small and so much less than tbe estimated cost of
such service that it was not thought advfaable to inaugurate the work at the
beginning of the year, with the certainty that it would have to be discontinued
iu a short while. At the present time, however, a disinfecting station is being
provided for use in connection with such service, and it is hoped that it will be
in operation in a short time.
Respectfully,
WM. C. WOODWARD, M. D.,
Health Officer.
The COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF CHARITIES,
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
Wa hington, D. C., December 13, 1895.
Sm: In compliance with the request of the Commissioners, I respectfully report
that there was no part of the bu iness of this office in arrears on the 1st instant,
and that th re are no employees appropriated for in one bureau or office who have
been d tailed to another bureau or office for a period exceeding one year in any of
the e tabl · hments reporting to me.
Your , r sp ctfully,
JOHN TRACEY,
Superintendent of Charities.
Hon. JOHN W. Ross,
President Board of Commissioners, District of Columbia.

OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

·washington, D. C., December 12, 1895.
GE TLEME : In compliance with the request contained in your circular letter
of the 10th instant, I have the honor to report that on the 1st of the present month
the current work of this offi e was not in arrears.
There are no employees detailed to or from the office.
Very re pectfully,
J. T. PETTY, Auditor.
The COMMI IO ERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDE T TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE SERVICE,
Washington, D. C., December 12, 1895.
~R : In r ~ly to your in_quiry of the 10th instant a to whether any part of the
m
f this fiice ~a m arrear on ~h~ 1st in tant, I have the honor to reply
tha no part of the c1encal work was or 1s m aITears; but a considerable amount
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of manual labor on outdoor work, such as numbering and marking poles and repainting the fire-alarm and patrol boxes, is sadly behind time, to the extent of
several months' labor for one man, and wholly for the reason that the present
force for outdoor work is inade~uate to the prompt discharge of the greatly increased work of maintaining the lines since the considerable increase in extent
made since the beginning of the year 1895.
I ought, in this connection, to call attention to the earnest recommendation
heretofore made for two ad~i~ional tele'phone oper~tors and one additional repair
man. Had we had one addit10nal repair man durmg the present fiscal year no .
part of the outdoor work: would now be in arrears.

Respectfully submitted.

HENRY R. MILES,
Superintendent Telegraph and Telephone Service . .

The GOMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

OFFICE OF THE ASSESSOR, DISTRIC'r OF COLUMBIA:~· .
Washington, December 1~;.1895.GENTLEMEN: In compliance with your request of 10th instant to report.,whether any part of the business of this office was in arrears on the 1st instant,. and if so, .
to what extent and why, I have the honor to submit that with the excepm:.on of the .
posting of the ledgers for the payments made in November, which is now being ·
expedited by day and night service, the business of this office is in good condition
and up to date. But this result could not have been attained without the extra
labor performed by the clerks after the regular official hours.
No employees have been detailed to this office from any other bureau or office,.,
within the past year.
Very respectfully,
MATTHEW TRIMBLE, Assessor•.
The COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
.

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DIVISION, DISTRICT 0F COLUMBIA,

Washington, December 11, 1895.
GENTLEMEN: In reply to your letter of 10th instant, I beg leave to state that the
work of this office was not in arrears on the 1st of this month and that no employees have been detailed for work in any other bureau.
Very respectfully,
J. W. DANIEL,
Special Assessment Clerk.
The COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

OFFICE OF COLLECTOR OF TAXES, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
Washington, December 11, 1895.
GENTLEMEN: In reply to your request of the 11th instant, I beg to say that this
offiae on DeceD'.lber 1 was behind ten days in. entering and returning the large
number of tax bills received November 30; that the monthly reports to the Treas- .
ury :qepartment of the business of this office since the beginning of the :fiscal year are still unprepared, and that there are numerous requests for the refund of dupli- .
cate and erroneous payments of taxes which have not been acted upon, all owing to the inadequacy of the force of the office.
·
Very respectfully,
E. G. DAVIS, Collector of Taxes . .
The COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR OF BUILDINGS, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Washington, December 13, jg95;
GENTLEMEN: ~n answer !o your reque~t of the 10th instant, as to whether any·
part of the busmess of this office was m arrears on the 1st instant, I have thehonor to report as follows:
. The work <?f inde~ing the ~·ecords of this 01:fice is in arrears two months. This;
is ca~sed b~ msuffic10;11~ clencal fo!'ce,_ and will continue until the department is
provided with an additional clerk,.which has been asked for in my annual report.
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The work in the field of inspection of general construction is not covered to that
extent that the community is entitled to, and is therefore in arrears, but to what
extent it is too intangible to compute. As the force of inspectors stands to-day, it is
physically impossible to keep the work up to date. To avoid this condition I have
asked for three additional inspectors.
The employees of this department are active and faithful in the performance of
the duties assigned tb them, and for that reason are not responsible for arrearage.
I sincerely trust that the assistance asked for will be granted.
Very respectfully,
JNO. B. BRADY,

Inspector of Buildings.
The

COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT

OF

COLUMBIA.

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
Washington, Decem,ber 12, 1895.
GENTLEMEN: In reply to your recent inquiry, I have the honor toinform you
that the business of my office was up to date on the 1st instant, and that none of
my men have been detailed for other duty during the year.
Very respectfully,
I. R. SUTTON, Harbor Master.
The COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
EASTERN MARKET'
Washington, D. 0., December 13 , 1895.
GENTLEMEN: In compliance with your request of 10th instant, I have the honor
to state that the business of this office was 0. K. on the 1st instant.
Yours, respectfully,
B. F. GRAHAM, Ma1·ket Master.
The COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

WASHINGTON, Decembe1· 12 . 1895.
GENTLEMEN: I have the honor to report that the Georgetown Market is not in
arrears, as the rents are collected in advance and duly paid to the collector. I
would also respectfully state that no employee has been detailed from this market
to another market.
Very respectfully,
W. H. WILLIAMS, Market Master.
The COMMISSIONERS OF 'rHE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONERS, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
Washington, D. 0., December 13, 1895.
GENTLEMEN: I respectfully state the business of the market is up to the required
conditions. There has at no time been detailed help from any bureau to the
market.
Respectfully submitted.
J. ELDRIDGE BURNS,
Market Master, Western Market.
The COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

OFFICE OF THE CORONER, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
· Washington, D. 0., December 13, 1895.
GENTLEMEN: In response to the communication received from your office on
December 10, 1895, I respectfully submit that the work of the coroner's office is
practically up to date. I will state that it is a rule that the coroner shall make a
monthly report to the health officer, but as it can not be made up until the expiration of the month in which the work is performed, it never reaches the health
officer until the month following, on or about the 15th, which I generally endeavor
to follow very strictly.
Yours, very respectfully,
C. M. HAMMETT, M. D., Coroner.
The COM.MISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
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WASHINGTON, D. c., December 13, 1895.
GE TLEME : In r ply to your communication r eceived to-day: I will stateeiI~:;
th re was n part of th bu in ss of my office in arrears on the 1st mstant. N
has th re b n any transfers or d tails from my department.
Your b di nt rvant,
JAMES H. Wll:LCH,
Inspector of Flour.
The CoMMl 10 ERS OF TIIE DI 'TRICT OF COLUMBIA.

GEORGETOWN, D. c., Decernber 14, 1895.
GE TLEMEN: I have the honor to report that there was no part of the business
of my o:ffic in arr arson th 1st blstant, and I have no emvloyees under me
appropria.t cl for by th
overnm nt.
With much resp ct, I am. your obedient servant,
F. D. SnoEMAKER, Inspector of Flour.
The COMMI SIO ERS OF TIIE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

WASHINGTON ASYLUM, •
Washington, D. C., December 13, 1895.
ENTLEMEN: In reply to your communication of December 10, for information
to transmit to th ecretary of the Treasury in complia,nce with law, I beg leave
to stat that the bm,in s of this institution is up to elate.
Th rear no cl tails mad from this department for any other service.
V ry r sp ctfully,
w. H. STOUTENBURGH,
Intendant.
The Co !MI . 'IONER OF Tim DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

B

ScrrOOL TRUSTEES, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Wasll'iuuton, D. C ., December 12, 1895.
E T~,R m : I h~v th honor to r port that the affairs of this office are not in
arr an.1 many pn.rt1 ·uln.r, anu. that there has lJeen no transference of employees
fr m on tli · or brnnc·h f labor to that of another.
ry r 81) ·tfnlly,
J. w. WHELPLEY
Prrsident Board of Tru;t
The C
u SIONER OF TilE Di. TRICT OF COLUMBIA.
ees.
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OFFICE OF THE PROPERTY CLERK, DISI"Rl'CT OF COLUEBiiA.,.

vVashington • ]!). O., December 13,;, 1/895.
In answer to your request whether any part of the business of my
office i in arrears, I have to say that in the matter of examination of bills for ·
upplie that this work is a month behind; all other work is kept up as closely as·,
can b . The rea on that work is behind is that I have not force enough to do the
large amount of work and keep it up to date. There are no clerks detailed to my
office.
Respectfully,
F. 0. BECKETT, Property Clerk.
The COMM! IONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
ENTLEME :

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

·
Washington, December 27, 1895. .
I have to report that no current work of this office was in arrears:
on the 1st instant, and none of the employees of the office have been detailed to ,
another bureau or office for a period exceeding one year.
Re pectfully,
w. TINDALL, Secretary.
GENTLEMEN:

TJie

COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
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